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PRINTING INKS.
With the exception of inks required for colour printing, all
printing inks arc black, owing their colour to finely-divided
carton made from pine-wood, rosin oil, etc., according to the
quality of the ink desired. The finest inks for art printing,,
lithography, and copperplate are made from flame* lamp-hladk.
When we consider the great variety of uses to which printing
inks are put and how cheap many of them need to be, the reason
for the vast number of published recipes will be very evident. Up-
to the middle of the nineteenth century there was but one kind
of printing ink, nowadays there are a great many, their eoinponi-
tion varying considerably. A very great influence on the develop-
ment of the trade in printing ink wan exemsed by the spread of
periodical literature during the second half of lust century. This,
caused a gigantic increase in the amount of printer's ink used,
the demand having grown steadily for the last fifty years.
The qualities of a printing ink depend upon the us** to which
it is to be put. There are, however, certain requirements which,
apply to all printing inks alike, thexe being an follows : The ink
rnunt be a thick and perfectly homogeneous liquid, it must con-
tain no solid matter other than finely-divided carbon, and every
drop when examined microscopically must ap{#*ar as a clear-
liquid containing black grains uniformly distributed through it,
The consistency of a printing ink must be such that it
on to the printing rollers at tin? proper rate, It will thus be
obvious that various consistencies are deiiittndftd according to
the nature of the machine used by the printer. For n rotary
machine which prints many thousands of copies an hour a con-
sistency will be necessary very different from that required for
art printing or for ordinary work, AH regards colour, ordinary
printing ink should lie a pure black. For cseonomy'H sake, how-
ever, newspaper printers often use an Ink so diluted that it does
not appear deep black, but has a greyish-black tint, especially in
large type.
The question of the time the ink taken to dry on tin* paper
is a very important one, espc&ially with ink UWM! for printing
newspapers which are folded and despatched as noon AH printed*
If the ink does not clry Hufiieientiy quickly, the whole i